
[bookmark: _GoBack]Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineers at Millersville University
Student Chapter
SMPTE at MU


THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF SMPTE at MU:
SOCIETY OF MOTION PICTURE AND TELEVISION ENGINEERS- Millersville University Student Chapter

ARTICLE I: NAME, PURPOSE, OBJECTIVE, AND GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE

Section 1: Name.
The name of this organization shall be the Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineers- Millersville University Student Chapter  (hereinafter, SMPTE-MU).  SMPTE-MU is part of the local Philadelphia-SMPTE section. The name of the corporation is the Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineers, Inc., (hereinafter, “SMPTE” or the “Society”).

Section 2: Legal and Tax-Exempt Status.
	SMPTE is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and is incorporated in the District of Columbia. As such, SMPTE is governed by the District of Columbia Nonprofit Corporation Act (“the Act”).

Section 4: Governance Structure. 
The functions of SMPTE are carried out through the Board of Governors (“Board”), Active Members and such Committees, Subcommittees and Working Groups as may be established and authorized by the Board in accordance with the procedures set forth in these Bylaws. The Board may from time to time supplement the provisions of these Bylaws by resolution and/or by the adoption of SMPTE Operations Manual(s) (“Operations Manual”) specifying provisions and procedures applicable to specific areas of the Society’s activities. Such additional provisions shall not be inconsistent with these Bylaws.
Section 5: SMPTE Sections. 
SMPTE has constituent elements known as Sections. There are two types of Sections: (1) those organized according to geographic boundaries or other divisions, as may be determined by the Board, and (2) student chapters. Each Section's bylaws and other applicable governance documents shall conform to these Bylaws and all other legal requirements outlined in applicable sections of the Operations Manual or otherwise established by the Board.  

Section 6: SMPTE Student Chapters.
A SMPTE Student Chapter should be concerned primarily with stimulating interest in motion picture and television technology among students and developing future engineers for the motion picture and television industries and related fields. An Advisor and 12 SMPTE Student Members are the minimum requirements for each SMPTE student chapter.

Section 7: SMPTE Student Chapter Purpose and Objective.
SMPTE sponsors Student Chapters at colleges, universities, and institutions where courses are offered in technical areas of film, video and television.  Student Chapters provide students with the opportunity to meet industry leaders and professionals, and to interact outside of the classroom with other students and faculty who have an interest in the motion imaging industry.   A SMPTE Student Chapter should be concerned primarily with stimulating interest in motion picture and television technology among students and developing future engineers for the motion picture and television industries and related fields.




ARTICLE II: MEMBERSHIP

Section 1: Membership Requirements.
	Student membership shall be limited to currently enrolled undergraduate and graduate students of Millersville University.  Students will be required to pay dues in the amount of $10 for a full school year to the national SMPTE organization.  All students must maintain a minimum 2.0 GPA in order to become a member and participate in any SMPTE-MU related activity.  In addition to the criteria for membership listed above, all members must register with the national office through the standard SMPTE registration process.  The names of active chapter members will be displayed on a portion of the national website which will signify their paid membership status.

Section 2: Resignation, Termination or Suspension of Membership. 
	Resignation from membership shall be effective upon SMPTE's receipt of a member's notice of resignation. Membership in SMPTE shall be suspended or terminated if a member does not pay all required membership dues in full by the due date established by the Board. In addition, the Board may, by the affirmative vote of a Simple Majority (defined as more than half the votes cast) of a Board Quorum, terminate a member’s membership for one or more material violations of any provision of the SMPTE Bylaws, the Operations Manual, or any applicable provisions of the Act. Termination of membership shall not extinguish such member's financial obligations, if any.




Section 3: Privileges,
	SMPTE-MU members in good standing are given the opportunity to interact with professionals in the television/broadcasting/film/media environment.  All paid members in good standing may participate in chapter activities and activities of the national organization.  Paid members in good standing of SMPTE may identify themselves as members of SMPTE with all the rights and privileges afforded to SMPTE members.  Paid members in good standing will qualify for competition member rates, convention registration member rates, as well as have access “member-only” internet sites and “member-only” on-line discounts.
	All members are expected to remain in good standing by satisfying the obligations required of them by Local and National regulations.  To remain in good standing, members must submit dues on time. Failure to pay dues on time will result in expulsion from the Chapter.  To remain in good standing, members must be actively involved with Chapter activities and must attend at least one-half (1/2) of the scheduled SMPTE-MU meetings and events each term.
	Members have access to a fully functioning studio and field equipment to be used as a learning tool for official SMPTE contests, scholarships, and submittals.

Section 4: Chapter Membership.
	All members of the Society in good standing who are attending the designated educational institution shall be eligible for membership in the Student Chapter, and when so enrolled they shall be entitled to all privileges that such Student Chapter may, under the Constitution and Bylaws, provide.  Attendance at Student Chapter events shall also be open to interested nonmembers who are students at the institution, and guests, as space and campus policy allow.
Should the attendance at student chapter events fall to below ten, or the activity of the Student Chapter fall to fewer than four events in a school year, the SMPTE Board of Governors may cancel the authorization.

Section 5: Chapter Meetings.
	The Chapter shall hold at least four meetings per year. The Secretary/Treasurer shall forward to the Executive Director, Sections Vice-President, Director of Operations and Managing Editor of the Journal reports of all meetings, giving the subject, speaker and attendance of each meeting or event.
	Cooperation with local Section meetings does not relieve the Student Chapter of its responsibility to hold at least four meetings of its own which are considered as essential for the maintenance of an organization structure on its own campus.  These need not be closed meetings, but may be open to all students and faculty.  In the cases where there is no local Section to the area, it is presumed that Student Chapter meetings will be held once a month during the academic year.  The rules of order established by the Chair shall govern. In establishing such rules, the Chair shall be guided by Robert's Rules of Order, where not inconsistent with these Bylaws or the Act.
	There shall be an annual meeting of the Active Members at the time and place designated by the SMPTE-MU Board. However, should the Board determine that holding the annual meeting is not in the best interests of SMPTE-MU, then it will be rescheduled as soon as reasonably practicable.  Notice of any regular meeting of the Active Members, including the annual meeting, shall be given personally or delivered to each Active Member by email,along with social media, and standard mail not fewer than thirty (30) and not greater than ninety (90) days before the date set for such meeting, except as otherwise provided by the Act, or established by the Board and published to the Membership, and must include the time, date and place of such meeting.
	Special meetings of the Active Members may be called upon not fewer than twenty (20) and not greater than ninety (90) days written notice, which shall state the purpose for such meeting. Special meetings may be called by request of the President, Secretary/Treasurer, one third of the Board membership, or upon written petition of one-twentieth of the Active Members. Written petitions may be submitted by mail, electronic transmission, including e-mail, to the SMPTE-MU President, and Vice-President/Treasurer.

Section 6: Suspension of Membership and Resignation.
	The SMPTE-MU Chapter may suspend the membership of any member by majority vote of the Executive Committee and with just cause. The party involved must be informed of this action and the reason(s) for it in writing.  Members unable to maintain a 2.0 GPA will be suspended until their GPA returns to a 2.0 or higher.  An expelled member has the right to appeal.  A formal letter must be written and sent to all members of executive council and advisor.  A meeting will be set up for the suspended member to state his/her case.  The Executive Board will vote and inform suspended member both in written and verbal form.
	Resignation from membership shall be effective upon SMPTE's receipt of a member's notice of resignation. Membership in SMPTE shall be suspended or terminated if a member does not pay all required membership dues in full by the due date established by the Board. In addition, the Board may, by the affirmative vote of a Simple Majority (defined as more than half the votes cast) of a Board Quorum, terminate a member’s membership for one or more material violations of any provision of the SMPTE Bylaws, the Operations Manual, or any applicable provisions of the Act. Termination of membership shall not extinguish such member's financial obligations, if any.

Section 6: Obligations.
	Members of SMPTE-MU are expected to remain in good standing by satisfying all the obligations required of them by Millersville University.  Members must maintain a 2.0 GPA throughout their membership or they will be suspended from all activities.  To remain in good standing, members must be actively involved with organization activities and must attend all the scheduled meetings each term, unless excused by the chair, treasurer, secretary, or advisor.  Members must adhere to the decency standards set by Millersville University and the Executive Board during all sanctioned and non-sanctioned SMPTE events.  Students are representing Millersville University and SMPTE.



ARTICLE IV: FACULTY ADVISOR
Section 1: Eligibility.
	Advisor shall be employed as a current faculty or staff member of Millersville University, and a member of the local SMPTE chapter supporting the student SMPTE chapter.  Advisor must have essential knowledge of the equipment used for producing media and broadcasting. The advisor shall be elected and accorded the same rights and responsibilities as an officer for SMPTE-MU.  Members of SMPTE-MU have the right to nominate an eligible candidate.  When the position opens, any eligible candidates may nominate themselves.

Section 2: Duties of the Advisor.
The Advisor shall perform an advisory and supervisory function over the Student Chapter.  The utmost freedom should be allowed the officers and membership of the Student Chapter to run its own affairs, and the Advisor's chief function is to keep the Student Chapter activities within the rules and regulations of the school and of the Society, and to offer assistance, advice, and inspiration to the Chapter.  The Advisor shall also approve all reports to the Sections Vice-President and the Secretary/Treasurer of the Society, and shall approve all Chapter expenditures. 
Section 3: Resignation Process.
	In the event that the current advisor resigns, eligible candidates will speak to members of SMPTE-MU and state why they are the best candidate for the position.  Members of SMPTE-MU will vote through secret ballot. The candidate with the most votes will become faculty advisor. The advisor’s term is indefinite unless he/she steps down or is impeached.



ARTICLE V: STATION MANAGEMENT
Section 1: Definitions.
	The SMPTE-MU Officers shall govern the organization. These officers are comprised of the Chair or President, Vice-President & Treasurer, Public Relations Director, and Webmaster. Station Officers are required to be at all meetings and must maintain a minimum 2.5 GPA.

Section 2: Qualifications.
In order to become an officer, the individual must be a member in good standing at the time of election. Nominee must also have a minimum of 1 semester as an active member of MU_SMPTE with dues paid to date. 

Section 3: Chapter Status.
A Student Chapter has independent status within the framework of the SMPTE Society, provided that its activities shall not be inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of the Constitution and Bylaws of the Society.  The Student Chapter shall report officially through the Advisor to the Sections Vice-President of the Society.  Its relationship to a Local Section in the geographical area should be looked on as a parallel, cooperative situation.  The officers and members of the Student Chapter should take part in the affairs of the Local Section, attending meetings and providing such assistance and help as they can.  This should be looked on as a way of furthering contacts and understanding with the industry leaders.



Section 4: Elections.
Upon authorization of the formation of a new Student Chapter from the Board of Governors of the Society, an organizational meeting shall be held to select temporary officers to serve for the remainder of the current academic year. A quorum for such meetings shall consist of not less than ten Student Members.  The Advisor shall act as Chair to receive nominations from the Student Chapter membership for the offices of Chair and of Secretary/Treasurer.  Rules of parliamentary procedure shall be followed and nominations shall be accepted from the floor.  Election shall be by show of hands or by written ballot, as desired.  A majority of those Student members present and eligible to vote shall constitute election.
For subsequent elections, a Nominating committee shall be appointed by the Advisor, comprising the current Chair and two members of the Student Chapter.  Where practicable, elections shall be held in May for the ensuing school year.  If this is not feasible, the election may be held no later than October 15 of the new school year. The Nominating Committee shall select not more than two names for each of the two offices involved.  Nominees should be selected on the basis of candidates showing the ability and willingness to promote the activities of the Student Chapter. At a special meeting called for the purpose of election, the names of the nominees shall be put before the Student Chapter members by the Chair. A quorum for such meeting shall consist of not less than ten (10) Student members.  Other nominees may be added by nomination from the floor and election may be by show of hands or paper ballot, with each member given the right to write in the name of any Student Member desired for each office.  A majority of those Student Members present and eligible to vote shall constitute election.
Offices vacated by resignation or other reason shall be filled by appointment made by the Advisor or by election at a special meeting of the Student Chapter, whichever is deemed best by the Advisor.
An individual Board member may be removed, with or without cause, by a two-thirds vote of the total membership of the Board. Such vote may be initiated by written petition of ten (10) percent of the Active Members or by a vote of the Simple Majority of a Board Quorum.

Section 5: Duties of Officers.
The officers of each Student Chapter shall be a Chairperson and a Secretary (not excluding holding both offices).  Each Chapter officer shall hold office for one school year, or until a successor is chosen.  The procedure for holding elections shall be by ballot vote during the first or second official meeting of the school year.
A.	Chair/President
The Chair will act as the SMPTE-MU Student Chapter (Club) president and shall see that at least four meetings are held during the school year and that the Student Chapter membership is encouraged to attend local Section meetings and otherwise assist in the operation of the local Section.  The Chair shall see that the following duties are performed:
1. The Vice-President/Treasurer & Secretary prepares and forwards appropriate reports.
2. Appoint such committees as necessary to carry on the activities of the Student Chapter. 
3. Seek advice and counsel from the Chair of the local Section in the area in the operation of the Student Chapter.  The Chair and the Board of Managers of the Section will be in a position to offer valuable assistance and also to take part in some of the Student Chapter programs.
4. Advise the local Section Chair in the area concerning each meeting of the Student Chapter in advance of meeting, giving details concerning the program to be presented.
B.	Vice-President/Treasurer & Secretary
The Vice-President/Treasurer & Secretary shall have custody of any property belonging to the Student Chapter and shall keep the records of activities in an approved and permanent form.  The Vice-President/Treasurer & Secretary shall: 
1. Forward to the SMPTE Sections Vice-President, Director of Operations, and Managing Editor of the Journal a report covering meetings held, giving the subject, speaker, and approximate attendance at each meeting.  These reports shall also cover attendance of Student Chapter members at local Section meetings and describe other types of cooperation with the local Section.
2. Send to the Society Secretary/Treasurer, with copies to the Financial Vice-President, the Sections Vice-President, Executive Director, and Director of Operations in mid-January and at the end of the school year, or on demand, an itemized account of all expenditures incurred.
3. Prepare any other reports, minutes of business meetings, etc., that are deemed necessary by the Advisor and Chair or that have been requested by the Sections Vice-President, and shall preserve these reports as well as other property of the organization, such as its files of Journals and other publications of the Society.
C.	Advisor
It shall be the Advisor’s duty to advise the officers of the chapter on its conduct and to approve it’s reports of activities.  The Advisor shall perform an advisory and supervisory function over the Student Chapter.  The utmost freedom should be allowed the officers and membership of the Student Chapter to run its own affairs, and the Advisor's chief function is to keep the Student Chapter activities within the rules and regulations of the school and of the Society, and to offer assistance, advice, and inspiration to the Chapter.  The Advisor shall also approve all reports to the Sections Vice-President and the Secretary/Treasurer of the Society, and shall approve all Chapter expenditures. 




ARTICLE VI: UNIVERSITY REGULATIONS
Section 1: Membership.
	There shall be no active members of this organization who are not currently enrolled as Millersville University Students, members of the faculty or staff.

Section 2: Finances.
	All money received, for whatever purpose will be deposited in the organization’s bank account. The Chair/President, Vice President & Treasurer, and Advisor will approve all disbursements.  Each SMPTE Student Chapter shall be independently responsible for expenses incurred.

Section 3: Officers Eligibility.
	Officers of the organization shall hold and maintain a minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.5, not be on disciplinary or academic probation, and shall be full-time students at Millersville University

Section 4: Authorization of the University.
	No rules may enact that are in conflict with the rules of the University. Nothing in these by-laws shall in anyway limit the final authority of Millersville University. The Student Senate through the constitution committee must approve all amendments and revisions to the constitution before they may become effective.
.



ARTICLE VII: AMENDMENTS
Section 1: Initiation.
	If SMPTE-MU should find it necessary to make additions to this constitution, the desired changes shall be written down and brought to the members of the organization, explained, and opened to a vote to initiate all changes.

Section 2: Voting.
	After all changes have been presented to the members of the organization, the proposed changes must be put to a vote. All voting must take place during a scheduled meeting and the proposed amendment must be approved by at least three-fourths of the organization in order for the revised amendments to be brought to the Student Senate. Once said changes have been approved by the organization, they must be sent to the Constitution Committee and the Student Senate of Millersville University to earn full approval.

Section 3: Final Approval.
	All amendments to the SMPTE-MU constitution and by-laws are subject to the approval of the Constitution Committee and the Student Senate.




ARTICLE VIII: DISSOLUTION
If at any time should MUT-SMPTE dissolve, any remaining funds belonging to the organization will be forfeited to the Student Senate after any outstanding bills are paid.

